Info for the Point-to-Point 300K (San Luis Obispo to Moorpark): 
Eventmaster/logistics in SLO questions:  Vickie Backman  vbackman@charter.net
The Ride:  This ride leaves SLO and travels through Arroyo Grande and east of Nipomo and Santa Maria through wine country to Sisquoc.  Then the route cuts over to Orcutt and goes down to Lompoc over Harris Grade.  At Lompoc, take lovely Hwy 1 for a long leisurely climb and very fast downhill out to 101 freeway.  The route follows  along the shoulder of the 101 to the outskirts of Santa Barbara, where it will more or less follow the Cool Breeze Century route to Ventura, before heading inland to Moorpark.  There will be light SAG so you are not left stranded in an emergency.
Register  for this ride by filling out the form and sending it to Greg ASAP: http://www.pchrandos.com/Registration/PCHRandonneursBrevetApplicationJuly2009.pdf
Please let Greg know what your travel plans are, Surfliner trains only carry 12 bikes, and we don’t want to exceed the limits for the Friday night train.  Let Vickie know by e-mail if you want to stay at the house.  There is floor space room for about 10-12 folks at the house, and there are motels a couple miles away, see partial  list at end.

Getting to SLO:   This is a great opportunity to take the Surfliner or Coast Starlight trains up the coast.  The Surfliner is particularly easy to take with bikes.  See the train info at the end.  We can transport one SMALL bag/personal backpack to the ride’s end for you, from SLO.  Bags will NOT be available during the ride, as they will be shuttled ahead.

Start at 0600 from Vickie’s home at 1108 Poppy Lane, San Luis Obispo.  Civil Twilight is at 0606, you won’t need lights to see the road.  However, assume that it could be foggy, and lights for visibility are a good idea.

Darkness:  Civil twilight ends about 8pm.  If you might take longer than 14 hours, assume you will need lights to finish.

Taking the train 

Amtrak schedule:  http://www.amtrak.com/timetable/may09/W31.pdf      Amtrak has a AAA discount. The LAST two pages of this schedule are Surfliner only trains.  Dark-shaded areas indicate bus connections.  There are two Surfliner trains that come all the way up and down from SLO to SD each day.  You may bring food and drink onto the trains.  There are club cars with very limited choices.

There are three northbound trains.

1)  Surfliner (799) leaves LA at 0730am and gets to SLO at 1245pm; 799 is a single level older train.  On this particular train, bikes are still taken without extra charge, but they are tied down in a bike rack in the baggage car.  They should be at the station at least a half hour before the train, and you walk the bike down to the baggage car with the conductor to tie it down.

2) Coast Starlight (14) leaves LA at 1015am, taking on baggage at Van Nuys, Oxnard, and Santa Barbara, arriving in SLO at 0343pm.  The CS does NOT have in-car storage, and you must load and un-load ONLY at stations with baggage service.   SLO has baggage service.  On the Starlight, bikes MUST be boxed, and be at the station at least an hour before the train is due.  The stationmaster told me that if the bike wasn’t there an hour ahead, that it very well might not make the train, and be put on the next one instead.  That means tomorrow’s train.  He said there was no need for any reservation for the bike, and would only cost $5 to take it as baggage.  Large bike boxes can be purchased at most stations for $15, they are 69x41x9, and bikes are meant to keep their wheels ON.  Just take off pedals and handlebars.  

3) Surfliner (775) leaves LA at 0255pm, Simi at 0359pm, arrives in SLO at 0830pm, and I can attest that it is usually reasonably on-time.  It goes by our cul-de-sac just before 0830.  I can meet the train at the station and pick up backpacks and bring them home (and give you route info to ride there!).   SURFLINER 775   has three bike hooks inside one  door of each passenger car, so the typical four car train has 12 hooks total.  When I ride the Surfliner, I lock my bike to the hook and forget it for the duration.  I have done this going both north and south between SLO and SD.  Just remember to get down and unlock it before you get to your final destination station.  The spots are first come – first served, and there are no reservations, no charge.   It is possible to stash another bike in this space if someone will share, and it is possible to take the front wheel  off of smaller bikes and put a bike behind the first row of seats on the bottom car level, if you are nice to the other passengers and don’t piss off the conductor.  This won’t work if you are a tall guy with a tall bike.

Motels:  SLO has many options.  AVOID the Travelodge downtown.  Check Expedia and others for lots of choices, though not many cheap ones.  Motels closest to the start follow.  For looking up locations, the start is near Broad St. and Tank Farm Rd.  At 0530 in the morning, almost no one is awake in SLO, you would have a very quiet ride to the start.
These are 3.5 miles, easy ride over via Tank Farm.

Motel 6, 1625 Calle Joaquin, about $85 
Courtyard Marriott, 1605 Calle Joaquin

Rose Garden Inn, 1585 Calle Joaquin

Best Western Royal Oak, 214 Madonna

Hotels that are on Monterey Street are about 4 miles.  Still an easy ride via Monterey and Broad.

Stores:  There is a shopping center with Vons and Starbucks at Broad and Tank Farm.

